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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Qway/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 48, 50-58 and 65-69 is withdrawn in view of 
the newly discovered reference(s) to Hedderly (US Patent 6,371,551) and Roberts (US 
Patent 5,439,725). Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in sectbn 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvtous at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 43, 46, 47 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) in view of Nemeto et al. (US 
Patent 6,102,465). Gray (US Patent 5,358,300) and Hedderly (US Patent 6,371,551). 

With regards to claim 43, Applicant, at pages 1-4 of the specification to be known 
as AAPA, discloses a method of installing a vehicle cockpit assembly within a 
passenger compartment of a vehicle, wherein the passenger compartment is separated 
from a engine compartment by a firewall, and wherein the passenger compartment 
comprises a floor wherein an instrument panel is attached to a dash insulator that is 
configured to be attached to the vehicle firewall. AAPA does not disclose ascertaining 
acoustic properties of the vehicle to identify portions of the dash insulator requiring 
sound reflection and/ or absorption, and applying sound reflection and/ or absorption 
material to Identified portions of the dash insulator. However Nemeto et al. teaches 
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applying sound absorption niaterial to portions of a dashboard Insulator, see column 4, 
lines 4-22 and column 9, lines 11-16 and 28-29. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have applied 
sound absorption materials to portions of the dash insulator of AAPA, in light of the 
teachings of Nemeto et al.^ in order to improve silence characteristics within the 
passenger compartment. Although AAPA/Nemeto et al./ does not disclose the dash 
insulator and the instrument panel being installed within the vehicle as a single unit, 
however it is known to provide the dash insulator and instrument panel as a modular 
assembly that can be installed in the vehicle body as an integral unit as attested by 
Gray, see column 2, lines 42-47 and column 3, lines 54-58. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to 
havie provided the dash insulator and instrument panel of AAPA/Nemeto et al. as a 
single unit to be installed in the vehicle, in light of the teachings of Gray, in order to 
facilitate the assembly by providing ready access to any portion of the assembly. 
AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray does not disclose the instrument panel being movably 
attached to a first edge portion of the dash insulator, however Hedderiy teaches an 
instrument panel attached along an upper edge portion through the use of screws that 
are received in retainers 38, 40 (col. 4, lines 5-13), the use of screws allowing the 
panels to be connected while providing a gap between the panels, thus allowing the 
Instrument panel to move relatively to the firewall. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to movably attach the instrument panel of 
AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray to a first edge portion of the dash insulator using screws, in 
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light of the teachings of Hedderiy, in order to be able to interchange instrunnent panels 
for left or right side drive vehicles. Applicant should note that it is Inherent that acoustic 
properties of the vehicle would have to be ascertained to identify portions of the dash 
insulator requiring sound absorption before applying the sound absorption nnaterial. 

For claims 46 and 47, see column 2, lines 44-65 of Nemeto et al. 

For claim 49, Applicant should note that attaching a floor covering to the dash 
insulator prior to installing the attached dash insulator and instrument panel within the 
vehicle is an obvious matter of design choice wherein no stated problem is solved or 
unexpected results obtained in installing the floor covering to the dash insulator prior to 
installing the attached dash insulator and instrument panel within the vehicle versus 
attaching the floor covering to the dash insulator after installing the atteiched dash 
insulator and instrument panel. 

4. Claims 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray/Hedderly as applied to claim 43 above, and further in 
view of De Winter (US Patent 6,071 ,61 9). 

AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray/Hedderiy discloses a method of installing a vehicle 
cockpit assembly within a passenger compartment of a vehicle as shown above except 
for applying the sound absorption material by spraying polyurethane with different 
thicknesses to one or more portions of the dash insulator. However De Winter teaches 
applying polyurethane foam to a dashboard by spraying the foam on the dashboard, 
see column 6, lines 45-56. Therefore it would have been obvious to 6ne of ordinary skill 
in the ad at the time the invention was made, to have provided the sound insulation 
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material by spraying urethane foam on the dash insulator of AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray, 
in light of the teachings of De Winter, in order to easily deposit the foam on the 
substrate. Applicant should note that It is within the general knowledge of one of 
ordinary skill In the art to appropriately provide the sound insulation material on the 
substrate and also to ascertain the required thickness of sound absorbing material 
required to provide appropriate sound insulation barrier, see column 4, lines 16-21 and 
column 9, lines 38-60 of Nemeto et al. for example. 

5. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA in 
view of Nemeto et al., Gray and Roberts (US Patent 5,439,725). 

Applicant, at pages 1-4 of the specification to be known as AAPA. discloses a 
method of installing a vehicle cockpit assembly within a passenger compartment of a 
vehicle, wherein the passenger compartment is separated from a engine compartment 
by a firewall, and wherein the passenger compartment comprises a floor wherein an 
Instrument panel is attached to a dash insulator that is configured to be attached to the 
vehicle firewall. AAPA does not disclose ascertaining acoustic properties of the vehicle 
to identify portions of the dash Insulator requiring sound reflection and/ or absorption, 
and applying sound reflection and/ or absorption material to identified portions of the 
dash insulator. However Nemeto et al. teaches applying sound absorption material to 
portions of a dashboard insulator, see column 4, lines 4-22 and column 9, lines 11-16 
and 28-29. Therefore It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art at the 
time the invention was made, to have applied sound absorption materials to portions of 
the dash Insulator of AAPA, in light of the teachings of Nemeto et al., In order to improve 


Application/Control Number: 10/726,391 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3726 

silence characteristics witfiin the passenger compartment. Although AAPA/Nemeto et 
al./ does not disclose the dash insulator and the instrument panel being installed within 
the vehicle as a single unit, however it is known to provide the dash insulator and 
instrument panel as a modular assembly that can be installed in the vehicle body as an 
integral unit as attested by Gray, see column 2, lines 42-47 and column 3. lines 54-58. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
Invention was made, to have provided the dash insulator and instrument panel of 
AAPA/Nemeto et al. as a single unit to be installed in the vehicle, in light of the 
teachings of Gray, in order to facilitate the assembly by providing ready access to any 
portion of the assembly. AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray does not disclose movably attaching 
a floor covering to a second edge portion of the dash insulator, however Roberts 
teaches a floor covering 10 that is connected to a lower edge of a dash insulator 140, 
see column 1 1 , lines 12-28 and figure 1 1 . Since the floor covering is not completely 
rigid, it is capable of moving relative to the dash insulator when it is connected thereto. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made, to movably attach a floor covering to the dash insulator of 
/\APA/Nemeto et al./Gray, in light of the teachings of Roberts, to reduce overall 
manufacturing costs. Applicant should note that it is inherent that acoustic properties of 
the vehicle would have to be ascertained to identify portions of the dash insulator 
requiring sound absorption before applying the sound absorption material. 
6. Claims 51 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA in view of Gray and Roberts. 
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Applicant, at pages 1-4 of the specification to be known as AAPA, discloses a 
method of installing a vehicle cockpit assembly within a passenger compartment of a 
vehicle, wherein the passenger compartment is separated from a engine compartment 
by a firewall, and wherein the passenger compartment comprises a floor wherein an 
instrument panel is attached to a dash insulator that is configured to be attached to the 
vehicle firewall. AAPA does not disclose the dash insulator and the instrument panel 
being installed within the vehicle as a single unit, however it is known to provide the 
dash insulator and instrument panel as a modular assembly that can be installed in the 
vehicle body as an integral unit as attested by Gray, see column 2, lines 42-47 and 
column 3, lines 54-58. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made, to have provided the dash insulator and 
instrument panel of AAPA as a single unit to be installed in the vehicle, in light of the 
teachings of Gray, in order to facilitate the assembly by providing ready access to any 
portion of the assembly. AAPA/Gray does not disclose attaching a floor covering to a 
second edge portion of the dash insulator, however Roberts teaches a floor covering 10 
that is connected to a lower edge of a dash insulator 140, see column 1 1 , lines 12-28 
and figure 1 1 . Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made, to have attached a floor covering to the dash 
insulator/instrument panel assembly of AAPA/Gray, in light of the teachings of Roberts, 
to reduce overall manufacturing costs. Applicant should note that although the dash 
insulator of AAP/^Gray/Roberts is not formed from two separate substrates, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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to have made the dash insulator of AAPA/Gray/Roberts from two separate substrates 
since it has been held that constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements 
involves only routine skill in the art. Netwin v. Eriichman 168, USPQ 177, 179. 

For claim 58, Applicant should note that Since the floor covering of Roberts is not 
completely rigid, it is capable of moving relative to the dash insulator when it is 
connected thereto. 

7. Claims 52, 55 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA/Gray/Roberts as applied to claim 51 above, and further in view of Nemeto et 
al. 

AAPA/Gray/Roberts discloses a method of installing a vehicle cockpit assembly 
within a passenger compartment of a vehicle as shown above except for ascertaining 
acoustic properties of the vehicle to identify portions of the dash insulator requiring 
sound reflection and/ or absorption, and applying sound reflection and/ or absorption 
material to identified portions of the dash insulator. However Nemeto et al. teaches 
applying sound absorption material to portions of a dashboard insulator, see column 4, 
lines 4-22 and column 9, lines 11-16 and 28-29. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have applied 
sound absorption materials to portions of the dash insulator of AAPA/Gray/Roberts, in 
light of the teachings of Nemeto et al., in order to improve silence characteristics within 
the passenger compartment. Applicant should note that it is inherent that acoustic 
properties of the vehicle would have to be ascertained to identify portions of the dash 
insulator requiring sound absorption before applying the sound absorption material. 
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For claims 55 and 56, see column 2, lines 44-65 of Nemeto et al. 

8, Claims 53 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA/Gray/Roberts/Nemeto et al. as applied to claim 52 above, and further in 
view of De Winter. 

AAPA//Gray/Roberts/Nemeto et al. discloses a method of installing a vehicle 
cockpit assembly within a passenger compartment of a vehicle as shown above except 
for applying the sound absorption material by spraying polyurethane with different 
thicknesses to one or more portions of the dash insulator. However De Winter teaches 
applying polyurethane foam to a dashboard by spraying the foam on the dashboard, 
see column 6, lines 45-56, Therefore it would have been obvious to 6ne of ordinary skill 
in the ad at the time the invention was made, to have provided the sound insulation 
material by spraying urethane foam on the dash insulator of 
AAPA/Gray/Roberts/Nemeto et al. in light of the teachings of De Winter, in order to 
easily deposit the foam on the substrate. Applicant should note that it is within the 
general knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art to appropriately provide the sound 
insulation material on the substrate and also to ascertain the required thickness of 
sound absorbing material required to provide appropriate sound insulation barrier, see 
column 4, lines 16-21 and column 9, lines 38-60 of Nemeto et al. for example. 

9. Claim 57 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
AAPA/Gray/Roberts as applied to daim 51 above, and further in view of Hedderiy. 

AAPA/ Gray/Roberts discloses a method of installing a vehicle cockpit assembly 
within a passenger compartment of a vehicle as shown above except for the instrument 
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panel being movably attached to a first edge portion of the dash Insulator, however 
Hedderly teaches an instrument panel attached along an upper edge portion through 
the use of screws that are received in retainers 38, 40 (col. 4, lines 5-13), the use of 
screws allowing the panels to be connected while providing a gap between the panels, 
thus allowing the instrument panel to move relatively to the firewall. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to movably attach the instrument 
panel of AAPA/Gray/Roberts to a first edge portion of the dash insulator using screws, 
in light of the teachings of Hedderly, in order to be able to interchange instrument 
panels for left or right side drive vehicles. 

10. Claims 65, 68 and 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA In view of Nemeto et al., Gray, Hedderiy and Roberts. 

With regards to claim 65, Applicant, at pages 1-4 of the specification to be known 
as AAPA, discloses a method of installing a vehicle cockpit assembly within a 
passenger compartment of a vehicle, wherein the passenger compartment Is separated 
from a engine compartment by a firewall, and wherein the passenger compartment 
comprises a floor wherein an instrument panel is attached to a dash insulator that Is 
configured to be attached to the vehicle firewall. AAPA does not disclose ascertaining 
acoustic properties of the vehicle to identify portions of the dash insulator requiring 
sound reflection and/ or absorption, and applying sound reflection and/ or absorption 
material to Identified portions of the dash Insulator. However Nemeto et al. teaches 
applying sound absorption material to portions of a dashboard insulator, see column 4, 
lines 4-22 and column 9, lines 1 1-16 and 28-29. Therefore It would have been obvious 
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to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to have applied 
sound absorption materials to portions of the dash insulator of AAPA, in light of the 
teachings of Nemeto et al., in order to improve silence characteristics within the 
passenger compartment. Although AARA/Nemeto et al./ does not disclose the dash 
insulator and the instrument panel being installed within the vehicle as a single unit, 
however it is known to provide the dash insulator and instrument panel as a modular 
assembly that can be installed in the vehicle body as an integral unit as attested by 
Gray, see column 2, lines 42-47 and column 3, lines 54-58. Therefore it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to 
have provided the dash insulator and instrument panel of AAPA/Nemeto et al. as a 
single unit to be installed in the vehicle, in light of the teachings of Gray, in. order to 
facilitate the assembly by providirig ready access to any portion of the assembly. 
AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray does not disclose the instrument panel being movably 
attached to a first edge portion of the dash insulator, however Hedderly teaches an 
Instrument panel attached along an upper edge portion through the use of screws that 
are received in retainers 38, 40 (col. 4, lines 5-13), the use of screws allowing the 
panejs to be connected while providing a gap between the panels, thus allowing the 
instrument panel to move relatively to the firewall. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to movably attach the instrument panel of 
AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray to a first edge portion of the dash insulator using screws, in 
light of the teachings of Hedderly, in order to be able to interchange instrument panels 
for left or right side drive vehicles. Although AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray/Hedderiy does 
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not disclose movably attaching a floor covering to the dash board insulator, however 
Roberts teaches a floor covering 10 that is connected to a lower edge of a dash 
insulator 140, see column 1 1 , lines 12-28 and figure 11. Since the floor covering is not 
completely rigid, it is capable of moving relative to the dash insulator when it is 
connected thereto. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made, to have movably attached a floor covering to the 
dash insulator of AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray/Hedderiy, in light of the teachings of 
Roberts, in order to reduce overall manufacturing costs. Applicant should note that it is 
inherent that acoustic properties of the vehicle would have to be ascertained to identify 
portions of the dash insulator requiring sound absorption before applying the sound 
absorption material. 

For claims 68 and 69, see column 2, lines 44-65 of Nemeto et al. 
1 1 . Claims 66 and 67 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray/Hedderiy/Roberts as applied to claim 65 above, and 
further in view of De Winter. 

AAPA/Nemeto et al./Gray/Hedderly/Roberts/ discloses a method of installing a 
vehicle cockpit assembly within a passenger compartment of a vehicle as shown above 
except for applying the sound absorption material by spraying polyurethane with 
different thicknesses to one or more portions of the dash insulator. However De Winter 
teaches applying polyurethane foam to a dashboard by spraying the foam on the 
dashboard, see column 6, lines 45-56. Therefore it would have been obvious to 6ne of 
ordinary skill in the ad at the time the invention was made, to have provided the sound 
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insulation material by spraying urethane foam on the dash insulator of 
APA/Gray/Roberts/Nemeto et al. in light of the teachings of De Winter, in order to easily 
deposit the foam on the substrate. Applicant should note that it is within the general 
knowledge of one of ordinary sl<ill in the art to appropriately provide the sound insulation 
material on the substrate and also to ascertain the required thickness of sound 
absorbing material required to provide appropriate sound insulation barrier, see column 
4, lines 16-21 and column 9, lines 38-60 of Nemeto et al. for example. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Essama Omgba whose telephone number Is (571) 272- 
4532. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6:30, 1st Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on (571 ) 272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned, is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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